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Amendments to the Claims : 



The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 



1-17, (Cancelled) 



1 8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for watching around a vehicle, 
comprising; 

an imaging device including; 

a casing disposed on an outer side of said vehicle and having a pair of 
right and left transmission window portions in either side of said casing; 

a prism contained in said casing in the form of an isosceles triangle in 
section with a vertical angle directed to a front part of said casing, the right and left sides of 
said prism which correspond to the equal sides of the isosceles triangle being directed to the 
respective right and left transmission window portions; and 

an imaging element disposed to the rear of said prism and used for 
converting a ray of light from the left and right sides of said prism into respective left and 
right image signals by concentrating light on an imaging plane via an imaging lens, the ray of 
light being incident on one of the right and left sides of said prism, reflected from the other 
side of said prism and emitted from the rear side of said prism to said left and right image 



signals; and 



an internal reflection preventive means for preventing stray light from 



undergoing total reflection in said prism and preventing stray light entering from the left and 
right sides of said prism from entering into the opposing left and right image signalsraftd 
whoroin tho int e rnal reflection proventiv e m e ana relates with said prism ao cording to the 
following oquation: , and the internal reflection preventive means covers at least a portion of 
the rear side of said prism to form a light transmission window. 
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s± =3 rofractivo index of tho internal r e flootion preventiv e moans 



nj. - rofraotivo index of prism 



-Q * ~ inoidont anglo of stray light 



j^-sjfi-fti-K- na, so that tho internal reflootion preventiv e m e ano deflects light 
a^ an incident anglo greator than a prodotcrminQd value. 

19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim lSxlaim 34. wherein the refractive index of said preventive means prevents total 
reflection of stray light having an incident angle at least 50°. 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
olaim lP. claim 34. wherein the refractive index of said preventive means prevents total 
reflection of stray light having an incident angle of approximately 65°. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 20, wherein said internal reflection preventive means is an internal reflection preventive 
film and said film is formed of black paint of index m which absorbs the stray light. 

22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 18, wherein 

said internal reflection preventive means is an adhesive member for sticking to 
the rear side of said prism; 

a predetermined holder for supporting said prism; and 

a buffer member for buffering said prism from vibration from said holder. 

23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 22, wherein said adhesive member is colored black so as to absorb the stray light 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 18, wherein said internal reflection preventive means includes a light scattering plane 
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formed outside an effective area with respect to said imaging element disposed to the rear of 
said prism. 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 24, wherein black paint for absorbing stray light is applied to the light scattering plane. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle in 
claim 18, wherein light absorbing means for absorbing light resulting from the partial 
reflection of the stray light from the side of said prism is formed in part of the side of said 
prism. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle as 
claimed in claim 26, wherein said light absorbing means is black paint. 

28. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for watching around a vehicle, 
comprising; 

an imaging device including; 

a casing disposed on the outer side of the vehicle and having a pair of 
right and left transmission window portions in either side of the casing; and 

a prism contained in said casing in the form of an isosceles triangle in 
section with its vertical angle directed to the front part of the casing, the prism having a left, 
right and rear side, the right and left sides of the prism which correspond to the equal sides of 
the isosceles triangle being directed to the respective right and left transmission window 
portions; and 

an imaging element disposed to the rear of said prism and used for 
converting a ray of light from the left and right sides of said prism into respective left and 
right image signals by concentrating light on an imaging plane via an imaging lens, the ray of 
light being incident on one of the right and left sides of said prism, reflected from the other 
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side of said prism and emitted from the rear side of said prism to said left and right image 
signals; and 

light absorbing means for absorbing light resulting from the partial reflection 
of the stray light from the left and right side of said prism being formed in part of the side of 
said prism and preventing the stray light from appearing on the opposing left and right image 
signals, the light absorbing means including a predetermined holder for supporting said prism 
and a buffer member to buffer said prism against vibration from said predetermined holder. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle as 
claimed in claim 28, wherein said light absorbing means is black paint. 

30. ( Previously Proaontod Currentlv Amended^ An apparatus for watching around 
a vehicle, comprising: 

an imaging device including; 

a casing disposed on the outer side of said vehicle and having a pair of 
right and left transmission window portions in either side of said casing; 

a prism contained in said casing in the form of an isosceles triangle in 
section with a vertical angle directed to the front part of said casing, the right and left sides of 
said prism which correspond to the equal sides of the isoscel es triangle being directed to the 
respective right and left transmission window portions; 

an imaging element disposed to the rear of said prism and used for 
converting a ray of light from the left and right sides of said prism into respective left and 
right image signals by concentrating light on an imaging plane via an imaging lens, the ray of 
light being incident on one of the right and left sides of said prism, reflected from the other 
side of said prism and emitted from the rear side of said prism to said left and right image 
signals; and 
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internal reflection preventive means for preventing stray light having an 
incident angle of at least 50° with rocpoct to a roar sur f ace of tho priom and preventing total 
reflection according to the following equation: 

n i = refractive index of the internal reflection preventive means 
n? = refractive index of prism 
9i = incident angle of stray light 

ni > sin Q x x ri2, so that stray light from one of the left and right window 
portions greater than 50° incidence is prevented from total reflectance through the prism and 
entry into the opposite image signal. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle as 
claimed in claim 30, wherein corner portions formed with the sides of said prism and the rear 
side of said prism are cut in a range to exclude a range of horizontal viewing angles of said 
prism and to prevent stray light from the left and right sides of said prism from appearing on 
the opposing left and right image signals, 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle as 
claimed in claim 30, wherein a light scattering plane is formed on each of the surfaces formed 
by cutting the comer portions. 

33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle as 
claimed in claim 32, wherein black paint for absorbing stray light is applied to the light 
scattering plane. 

34. (New) The apparatus for watching around a vehicle according to claim 18. 

wherein the internal refl ection preventive means relates with said prism according to the 
following equation: 

ni = ref ractive index of the internal reflection preventive means 

n? ■ refractive index of prism 
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jl - incident angle of stray [jg^ 



n, > sin 0, x n ? , so that the internal refle c tion preventi ve mean?; riafWg jjgfo 



at an incident angle grea ter than a Dredetenniried value. 
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